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Who is your Lord?

Immanuel Baptist Church

2012.06.10

Scripture: John 20:24-29

Opening Prayer…
Quotes from the online Guinness Book of World Records:
1. In 1951, juggler Rudy Horn became the first person 

to catch six cups and saucers on top of his head 

while riding a tall unicycle. 

Alternately kicking saucers and cups one at a time from his foot, 

the objects would land in a stack balanced on Horn’s head. 

Unable to see any of the catches, 

the feat was performed largely by feel. 

He capped this feat by kicking in a lump of sugar and a teaspoon.

2. The heaviest object sword-swallowed is a Dewalt D25980 demolition hammer weighing 38kg (83lb 12 oz). Thomas Blackthorne (UK) swallowed the 24mm (.94 inch) thick drill bit, then held the full weight of the hammer and bit for over 3 seconds, on the set of "Guinness World Records in Cologne, Germany, on 23 November 2007. The hammer was switched on.

3. The greatest weight lifted with a human tongue is 12.5 kg (27 lb 8.96 oz) by Thomas Blackthorne (UK) who lifted the weight hooked through his tongue on the set of El Show Olímpico, in Mexico City, Mexico, on 1 August 2008.

4. Kevin Fast (Canada) pulled a CC-177 Globemaster III, weighing 188.83 tonnes (416,299 lb), a distance of 8.8 m (28 ft 10.46 in) at Canadian Forces Base in Trenton, Ontario, Canada, on 17 September 2009. 

--

Do you believe the stories I’ve just quoted from the Guiness Book of World Records?

If so, why?

Is it because we’re fascinated by the extraordinary?


Is it because we’ve seen other amazing human feats 

that went beyond what we thought was possible?

Is it because we trust whatever is written 

in the Guinness Book of World Records?

--

How about believing what others say?

Do we sometimes find it easier to believe 

what’s in the Guinness Book?

Have we ever said: “I don’t believe what you’re saying?”

Let’s not be so hard on the Apostle Thomas 

· he should be one of our heroes!

--

Did you know that Thomas was willing to die for Jesus 

and encouraged the other disciples to do so as well?

Let’s read Jn 11:16

We all know that there is meaning 

to the order of people mentioned in a list.


In all the lists of disciples, Peter is always mentioned first.

Did you know that Thomas is mentioned 2nd 

in the list of 7 disciples found in Jn 21:2?

Remember, that’s sometime after the event 

we’ve read in our Scripture reading!

Did you know that Thomas was the disciple who travelled farthest 

“to make disciples of all nations”?

We know that Paul and Peter made it to Rome.


Some think that Paul made it to Spain.



But that’s not nearly as far away from Jerusalem 

as southern India, where Thomas made disciples 

and started churches!

--

The other disciples had obviously told Thomas 

that Jesus had appeared to them and shown them 

His hands and side.

We have no reason to think that Thomas didn’t love Jesus!


Just because Peter denied his Lord 3 times 

didn’t mean that he didn’t love Jesus!


Thomas trusted Jesus, 

but he didn’t trust his fellow disciples!

He may have thought something like:


“You may have seen something that resembled Jesus.


But if I ever get to see what you saw, 

the proof will be in actually feeling those wounds myself.”

--

How often have we said:


“I know that God can do anything.


But why doesn’t He answer my prayers.


I haven’t seen Him do what I was hoping He would.”

How different are we really from Thomas?


We believe that He’s done miracles for other people, 

but we really want Him to do miracles for us.

--

As we know, Jesus comes back a week later, 

suddenly appears in the room where all doors are locked 

and says the exact same words: “Peace be with you.”

This time He speaks directly to Thomas:


“Put your finger here; see my hands. 

Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
Does Thomas need to touch Jesus?


Would we recognize Jesus if we saw Him standing in front of us?



If Jesus chose to reveal Himself to us, 

I have no doubt that we would recognize Him.




I know others who have seen Jesus 

in visions or dreams, and they told me 

that there was no doubt about whom they had seen.

Thomas’ response to seeing Jesus is,


“My Lord and my God!”

--

What does this really mean?


Would we say the same thing?

At the beginning of the 10 Commandments we read that God says:


“I am the Lord your God.” (Ex 20:2; Dt 5:6)

Thomas was saying:


“Jesus, You are not just an amazing teacher or prophet, 

You are the God of Israel, the God who made Heaven and earth!”

Is this whom we recognize when we say Jesus is our Lord and Savior?

--

For Greek and Roman society, “Lord” meant something very real.

1. Each slave had a “Lord” and master.

2. Each ruler was called “Lord.”

3. The Roman Emperors insisted that they be called “Lord.”

To call Jesus “Lord” was to acknowledge Him as ruler.


To call Jesus “my Lord” was to recognize yourself as His slave.



To refuse calling Caesar “Lord” was high-treason, 

punishable by death.

--

In our modern society, it doesn’t really matter 

what or whom you consider to be your “Lord.”

Glenn McDonald writes:


“American culture has absolutized 

· that is, made more important than anything else – 

Possessions, Pleasure and Power.  
The highest values in our society are 
having nice stuff, 
having a good time, 
and having control…” 
(The Disciple Making Church p. 29)
We see the evidence of this all over.


The advertisement we are bombarded with focus on 

Possessions, Pleasure and Power.


We see others around us focus on gaining more 

Possessions, Pleasure and Power.


The motivation for doing what we do is often based on 

Possessions, Pleasure and Power.

Should we be surprised at the amount of 

greed, immorality and brute force we see around us every day?

Whenever we allow ourselves to get sucked into 

wanting nice stuff, 

having a good time 

or wanting control, 

the lord over our life has become 

Possessions, Pleasure and Power.

--

Jesus calls Satan the “prince of this world” 3x [Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11].


He is our ‘lord’ by default until we switch allegiance to Jesus.

One of satan’s biggest deceptions 

is to get us to think that we are in charge.  

That we are the masters of our own destiny.

He takes God’s gift of Free Will and turns it into rebellion.


We feel a surge of power and pride when we do things our way, especially when we know we’re not doing what is right.



There’s even a good feeling 

when we realize we were not caught!

Isn’t it so easy for us to look after our own best interests, 

no matter what the cost might be to others?

The irony in Jesus’ advice not to take the speck out of another’s eye before taking the log out of our own eye is apparent.


But when was the last time we checked to see 

if we have a log in our eye?

--

The definition of a Christian that Paul gives us in Romans 10:9 is:


“That if you confess with your mouth that, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved.”

Only someone for whom Jesus is Lord can be a Christian!

But what is the difference between saying the words 

and meaning them?

Last Sunday we focused on Mt 7:21 where Jesus says:


“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’ 

will enter the Kingdom of Heaven…”

--

Let us now take a look at Luke 6:46-49!

The difference between the two houses is not on the outside.


The difference between the two houses is unseen.



It is the foundation!

When Jesus is truly our Lord, we base everything on Him.


All our decisions are based on Jesus.



When we receive Jesus into our hearts and are born again, 

our old house is torn down 

and we begin building on a new foundation!

Paul echoes this in 1 Co 3:11 when he says:


“For no one can lay any foundation 

other than the one already laid, 

which is Jesus Christ.”

--

Let’s carefully read Lk 6:46 again:


“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord’ and do not do what I say?” 

says Jesus.

We need to remember that Lord means Master.


What happens if we don’t do what the Master tells us to do?



We get kicked out of His service!

Will the Master tolerate it if we tell Him what He is to do?


The question is:  who’s the boss?

Those of us who are Christians need to ask ourselves 

some serious questions.


When my prayer requests expect God to do what I want, 

who is lord?


Is it not I who insist on being lord, 

when I tell God what I expect Him to do?

--

Dallas Willard notes that Leo Tolstoy pointed out 

that every person has to choose between 2 gods.

Most people opt for the god who is here to serve me.


But we need to realize that this god doesn’t exist!



Having the expectation that 

Christ is there to make me happy 

is a recipe for disappointment.

Tolstoy’s alternative is the God whom I am called to serve.


Choosing Almighty God as our Lord and Master means 

doing what He wants, 

not asking Him to do what we want!


(The Renovation of the Heart, Navpress 2002, p. 40)

--

Just because we call Jesus our ‘Lord’ 

doesn’t mean that He truly is our Lord!

That is especially important for everyone 

who considers themselves to be a Christian – including myself!

If Jesus is truly my Lord, 

then the only basis for my prayers can be “Thy Will be done.”

When the early church prays to God as its “Sovereign Lord” in Acts 4, 

each of the 4 requests made do not tell God how He is to answer.


The request for boldness, healing, signs and wonders 

leave it up to God as to how He will respond.

We know that Jesus calls us to be His witnesses, 

and so praying for boldness to share the Good News is God’s Will.


How and when He gives us boldness, however, 

is something the church leaves up to God!

The same thing goes for healing, signs and wonders.


No specific healing, signs or wonders are requested.



When God answers, we see that 

He exceeds any expectations we may have had!

Henry Blackaby encourages us to pray:


‘Lord, if what You have in store for me 

is bigger than what I’m asking for, 

please cancel my request!’

(Experiencing God Workbook, p. 113)

--

Many people invite Jesus into their lives to be their guest.


They want Him to bless what they’re doing.

That may be calling Him ‘Lord,’ but it sure isn’t making Him ‘Lord.’

When we allow Jesus to be the “Lord” of our life, 

we can only do so by surrendering our control to Him.

We need to ask ourselves if we’re asking Jesus 

to sit next to us in our car as we drive, 

or if we’ve signed over the car on His Name!

The Master may well ask us to drive the car, 

but He will give us directions and expect us to follow them.

Isn’t that what you would do if you hired a chauffeur?

--

The wonderful thing that happens, 

when we surrender our lives to Jesus as Lord, 

is that He not only guides us, 

but also gives us the strength we need 

to do what He asks us to!

To continue with the car analogy -


When we turn the ownership of our car over to Jesus, 

He is the one who pays for the gas and all the repairs!

Are we still driving our own car, 

or have we truly surrendered the control?

--

If you have come to the conclusion, 

that you have difficulty in letting go, 

in surrendering the control of your life, 

the Holy Spirit is speaking to you.

Perhaps this is the first time Jesus is asking you to surrender your life.


There is no better time than now to do this.



You will not only gain forgiveness of sins, 

but also Eternal Life 

and the power of the Holy Spirit living in you.





Serving Jesus is the most rewarding thing 

you can do!



This can only be done through prayer, 

and so please make the prayer I will be praying your own.

If you have been a disciple of Jesus like Thomas, 

but realize that you are still holding on to areas of your life, 

you can surrender these today in prayer 

by truly saying: “My Lord and my God” to Jesus.

Many of us still need to fully surrender our lives to Jesus as Lord.


You are not the only one.



Only those who do however, 

will be the ones building on a sure foundation.

I invite you to pray along with me, 

to sing the song of commitment as your personal prayer 

and to join me in the prayer room after the service 

for a few brief moments.

This includes all who accept Christ for the first time 

as well as those who are rededicating their lives in full surrender.

Let us pray:

